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MEMORANDUM 
 

From: Ms. Kirsten Trego                Reply to:  202-372-2269 
 Executive Director, Interagency Coordinating     Attn of:  Ms. Kirsten Trego 
 Committee on Oil Pollution Research 
 

To: Members, Interagency Coordinating Committee on Oil Pollution Research (ICCOPR) 
  
Subj: MINUTES OF FY 2016 FOURTH QUARTER ICCOPR MEETING  
 

1. General: The Interagency Committee held its FY 2016 fourth quarter meeting at the CSRA 
Arlington Center office in Arlington, VA on October 17, 2016.  Ms. Kirsten Trego called the 
meeting to order on October 17, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. and it continued until 2:30 p.m. The agenda 
can be found in Enclosure (7). Representatives of ICCOPR agencies in attendance or on the 
phone were: 

CAPT Joseph Loring, Chair, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
Dr. Robyn Conmy, Vice Chair, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Ms. Kirsten Trego, ICCOPR Executive Director, USCG  
CDR James Weaver, USCG 
LT Rebecca Brooks, USCG 
Mr. Shannon Jenkins, USCG 
Mr. Scott Lundgren, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
Dr. Greg Wilson, EPA 
Ms. Vanessa Principe, EPA 
Mr. Walter Johnson, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) 
Mr. Brian Zelenke, BOEM  
Ms. Lori Medley, Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) 
Mr. Timothy Steffek, BSEE 
Mr. Dan Eldredge, U.S. Navy, Supervisor of Salvage & Diving (SUPSALV)   
Mr. Robert Smith, U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration (PHMSA) 
Ms. Erica Folio, Department of Energy (DOE) 
Mr. Barry Forsythe, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
 
Guests:  
Mr. Dan Washington, AMOG Consulting  
 
2. Opening Remarks:  The following opening remarks were made:   
a. CAPT Joseph Loring (USCG) 

 CAPT Loring thanked attendees for their participation and for their flexibility with re-
scheduling the fourth quarter meeting.  
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 CAPT Loring noted that USCG Office of Marine Environmental Response Policy (CG-
MER-3) is currently undertaking several projects of Congressional interest, including 
projects related to salvage and marine firefighting issues and area contingency planning, 
specifically as it relates to pipeline response plans.  

b. Dr. Robyn Conmy (EPA) 
 Dr. Conmy welcomed the attendees.  
 Dr. Conmy stated that she has been assisting in putting together sessions for the February 

2017 Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill and Ecosystem Science Conference (GoMOSES) in New 
Orleans. She noted that a handful of papers and oral presentations have been submitted 
related to Taylor Energy leak related exercises and experiments.   

 
3. General Updates: General updates were provided on the following three topics: 
a. New Executive Director: 

 CAPT Loring welcomed Ms. Kirsten Trego (USCG) as the new ICCOPR Executive 
Director, noting that Ms. Trego has 19 years of experience working for USCG, including 
as part of the Strike Team. For the past several years, Ms. Trego has focused on USCG’s 
Arctic work.  

 Dr. Conmy echoed CAPT Loring’s welcome and thanked Ms. Trego for all of her work 
thus far.  

b. Departures and Arrivals:  
 Ms. Lori Medley announced her April 2017 retirement from BSEE.  

c. International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC): 
 CDR James Weaver (USCG) stated that the next IOSC is scheduled to take place May 

15-18, 2017 at the Long Beach Convention Center (http://iosc2017.org). 
 Program development by the IOSC program committee is well underway and all session 

presenters have been identified and notified.  
 Online registration for the conference, which is being managed by the American 

Petroleum Institute (API), will open in October.     
 BSEE, in partnership with the USCG, is leading the development of a technical 

demonstration. The demo was initially slated to take place on water, but due to logistical 
difficulties it has been moved to the convention center. Requests for proposal (RFPs) will 
be released in the near future, with a focus on innovative and emerging technologies.  

 The deadline for scholarship applications is October 31, 2016.  
 
Action Item: 

 Ms. Trego will distribute the IOSC technical demonstration RFPs to ICCOPR members 
once they are finalized.  

 
4. Presentation 1 – Project Briefing - Development of an Innovative Dispersant Spray Model: 

Mr. Dan Washington (AMOG) provided a project briefing presentation on AMOG’s 
development an innovative dispersant spray model. The study presented by Mr. Washington 
was funded by BSEE.   

a. Presentation:  
 The project in question was conducted over the course of 12 months and considered how 

dispersants drift after being deployed from aircraft, using Corexit 9500 as its test 
dispersant.  
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o The final report for the project has not yet been reviewed and approved by BSEE; the 
project closeout meeting will take place on October 20, 2016.  

 The goal of the study was to develop a tool (the “Decision Support Tool”) that does not 
require specialist knowledge that could be used operationally to determine safe setback 
distances.  

 The project was divided into three phases: Phase I (requirements development), Phase II 
(source characterization and models evaluation), and Phase III (development of software 
tool).  
o Phase I included a stakeholder survey of private oil spill response organizations 

(OSROs) and relevant U.S. agencies to collect data as well as a workshop held to 
finalize a consolidate requirement set. Very little input was collected from OSROs 
due to ongoing Deepwater Horizon litigation. Four aircraft were then selected for 
inclusion in the Decision Support Tool (DST) on the basis that they had previously 
been used for oil spill response and existing data could be collected for use in the 
study. 

o In Phase II, modular computational fluid dynamics (CFD) models were developed for 
each of the four aircraft and the comparison of the models using existing datasets, 
which established that the outputs contained the results the research team expected to 
find.  

o In Phase III, the CFD model results were used to determine the accuracy of existing 
tools (i.e., AGDISP) in the near field as well as to generate a source characterization 
suitable for input into simpler modeling tools which can be used to model far-field 
dispersant spray drift.  
 The research team found several limitations in the AGDISP tool but 

determined that it is generally suitable for use in the DST for the AT-802A 
and C-130A aircraft.  The team was able to find a solution to the AGDISP 
limitations by using CFD modeling up to 500 meters and then using the 
Lagrangian Particle Model to model the far-field effects. This adjustment 
allowed for the modeling of the DC-3 and DC-4 airframes in addition to the 
first two aircraft.  

 The software development part of the project was relatively routine. The DST 
was built in a modular structure to allow for databases to be updated over time 
as well as to allow for updates for additional aircraft and modeling 
improvements. The DST functions in two separate modes: operational mode 
and planning mode. The former mode outputs a prediction of spry drift extent 
while the former identifies operability windows and a prediction of the area 
which will be affected by spray drift.  

 The research team built the tool it set out to build based on the requirements identified 
during stakeholder engagement.  

 Mr. Washington noted that as a result of the study, a technical pathway for this type of 
work was established to allow for others to add to the DST and model additional 
airframes. 

 Mr. Washington stated that existing quantitative test data on spray drift extent would 
have been useful; however, the research team could not find such data.  

 Finally, Mr. Washington mentioned that although health effects were not included in the 
study objectives, this type of information could be considered in future research.  
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b. Discussion:  
 Dr. Greg Wilson (EPA) asked Mr. Washington to discuss the type of quantitative data 

that would be helpful for validating the DST.  
o Mr. Washington stated that the most useful information would be data of Corexit 

9500 sprayed from the specific airframes included in the study.  
o Mr. Washington stated that this type of data could be potentially be obtained from a 

test tank.  
 Any additional questions may be directed to Mr. Washington 

(dan.washington@amog.consulting).  
 

5. Member R&D Updates: 
a. USCG 

 USCG is working on several projects, some of which will conclude soon and some of 
which are just beginning: 
o #4701: Oil in Ice 
 The current phase of this project, which involves the testing of technologies to 

improve skimmer effectiveness, will be coming to an end.  
 A final demonstration was completed in August 2016. Although neither oil nor 

ice was present, the demonstration evaluated the integration of three technologies 
(an ice cage, a temporary storage system, and personnel decontamination 
technologies) with existing USCG equipment on a buoy tender. Lessons were 
learned that may assist with further technological development for ice operations. 

 The final report for the project will be completed in January 2017 and the main 
deliverable for the project, a Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) guide is due 
in March 2017.  

o #4702: Detection and Mitigation of Oil within the Water Column  
 USCG will assist BSEE with mitigation prototype testing at Ohmsett in December 

2016.  
 The demonstration in December will be the last testing phase for the project and 

the final report will be completed by summer 2017.  
o #4704:  Improvements in In-Situ Burning 
 USCG, including Mr. Kurt Hansen, conducted herder testing and potential burn 

tests at the burn pan in Mobile, AL during the week of October 17, 2016.  
 The burn pan is back up and running and USCG hopes the wave generator will be 

functioning by spring 2017. More work at the burn pan is expected to be 
conducted March 2017. Any ICCOPR member interested in observing testing at 
the burn pan should contact Mr. Shannon Jenkins (USCG).  

 USCG continues to collaborate with BSEE on identifying tests to be conducted at 
the burn pan.  

o #4705: Response to Oil Sands Products  
 USCG will conduct freshwater skimmer evaluation tests in 2017 and bottom 

mitigation testing in 2018.  
 This project is scheduled to continue for several years; however, issues related to 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding may cause delays.  
 USCG would like to provide information to the response community regarding 

decision making tools and techniques for oil sands products.  
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o #4707: Shale Oil Preparedness and Response  
 Similarly to #4705, USCG intends to provide oil spill responders with information 

on shale oil responses.  
 USCG is currently developing an analysis report and will identify technology 

gaps. The final product will be a policy document or an FOSC guide.  
 This project is scheduled to close out in August 2017.  

 Other projects in progress include:  
o #7609: Airborne Oil Spill Remote Sensing and Reporting  
 USCG is looking at existing USCG equipment, including sensors, to see how it 

can be best leveraged during a response. 
 This project is scheduled to close out in January 2017.   

o #7935: Equipment Surge Risk Assessment Tool 
 This project emerged from issues identified during the Deepwater Horizon event 

related to different Regions receiving requests to give up certain types of response 
equipment, and especially boom.  

 This project involves development of a quantitative analysis that will allow 
Regions to conduct their own equipment risk assessments.  

 This project will conclude in summer 2017.  
o #4708: Oil Spill Response Emerging Technology Evaluation  
 This is a new start project that is slowly ramping up.  
 The goal of the project is to develop an evaluation process to ground-truth how 

well a technology works.  
o 2017-26: Nearshore and Inland Evaluation of the Estimated Recovery Potential 

(ERSP) Calculator 
 This is a new start project that will aim to expand the current ERSP calculator to 

include the nearshore and inland environments to provide regulatory consistency.  
 The first phase of the project is an analysis to determine whether this is feasible. 
 The project is scheduled to close out in June 2019.  

 USCG is in the process of requesting new ideas for its FY2018 Portfolio. The request 
period will last until November 3, 2016 and the Idea Submission Review (ISR) will take 
place in early December 2016. The Flag-level assessment of the Portfolio will take place 
in April 2017.  
 

b. USFWS 
 Mr. Barry Forsythe (USFWS) provided an update on a new workgroup that formed as a 

result of concerns related to increased transportation of crude oil by tail and associated 
accidents. The workgroup is called the Inland Oil Spill Preparedness Project and 
anticipates overseeing $1.7 million in competitive proposal projects ranging from training 
to inland spill research. 
o Most projects were recently funded; it is likely that conclusions will not be published 

until fall 2017.  
 Approximately $1 million in Congressional funding has been secured to increase U.S. 

Department of the Interior (DOI) preparedness for inland oil spills. This funding is 
supposed to be annual. 
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c. U.S. Navy 
 U.S. Navy SUPSALV had no updates to report.  
 

d. PHMSA 
 PHMSA is in the beginning phases of conducting a research gap analysis and road-

mapping.  
 Mr. Robert Smith (PHMSA) discussed the PHMSA Pipeline Safety Research and 

Development Forum to be held November 16-17, 2016 in Cleveland, OH.   
o The forum is a 2-day event held periodically to generate a National research agenda 

that fosters solutions for the various challenges associated with pipeline safety and 
with protecting the environment.  

o The forum allows public, government and industry pipeline stakeholders to develop a 
consensus on the technical gaps and challenges for future research. It also reduces 
duplication of programs, factors ongoing research efforts, leverages resources and 
broadens synergies.  

o The national research agenda coming out of these events is aligned with the needs of 
the pipeline safety mission, makes use of the best available knowledge and expertise, 
and considers stakeholder perspectives.  

o Specifically the forum: 
o Identifies key pipeline technical challenges facing industry and government; 
o Disseminates information on current research efforts; and 
o Identifies new research that can help to meet known challenges. 

o http://primis.phmsa.dot.gov/meetings/MtgHome.mtg?mtg=120 
 
e. DOE 

 From its upstream R&D side, DOE will soon release requests for information (RFIs) to 
include both onshore and offshore topics.  

 DOE’s program with the Research Partnership to Secure Energy for America (RPSEA) 
has ended, with all projects under the portfolio completed by September 30, 2016. DOE 
is currently considering how best to synthesize the results of the final reports.  

 From its mid-stream R&D component, DOE is collaborating with DOT, Transport 
Canada and the University of North Dakota on crude by rail work related to the risk of 
combustion during rail transport.  
o DOE is acquiring crude oil samples to determine if particular characteristics are 

linked to combustion as well as if processing of crude prior to transport is necessary 
and if emergency responders should adjust their response efforts based on the type of 
crude.  

o Because of varying sampling methods, testing results can change.  
o It has been difficult to access crude samples because of safety and hazard concerns; 

however, the project leads were able to justify the need for samples to well operators 
by ensuring that the samples would only be identifiable by region, not by specific 
location. 
 Dr. Wilson and Ms. Vanessa Principe (EPA) noted that they are still encountering 

difficulty obtaining reference oils for the Subpart J Rule effort, as one potential 
supplier had concerns relative to obtaining regulatory allowances for supplying 
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small amounts of oil. EPA is pursuing inventory for at least two different oils for 
product testing purposes and is seeking to purchase 5 barrels of each oil. 

 Ms. Erica Folio (DOE) will ask the project manager for this effort to provide 
more details on how the test oil was obtained for DOE and will provide this 
information to EPA. 

 
Action Item:  

 Ms. Folio will provide additional information to EPA regarding DOE’s process for 
obtaining test oils. 

 
f. BOEM 

 BOEM’s National Studies List for FY2017 is under review for approval by BOEM’s 
director.  

 Mr. Walter Johnson (BOEM) discussed the results of one study entitled Physical and 
Chemical Analyses of Crude and Refined Oils:  Laboratory and Mesoscale Oil 
Weathering which was completed with a contract with SEA Consulting Group. The final 
report can be found here: http://www.data.boem.gov/PI/PDFImages/ESPIS/5/5550.pdf  
o The study involved three crude oils from the Alaska North Slope (Alpine, Kuparuk 

and Northstar) as well as three refined products, marine gas oil and wide range gas 
oil. 

o Mr. Johnson clarified that the crude oil samples were secured through the study’s 
contractor.  

o The results of the study are expected to be available to any entities who would like to 
add information to their oil databases.  

o Although dispersant effectiveness testing was beyond the study’s scope, in some 
cases Corexit 9500 was added to the emulsified oils at the end of the testing to obtain 
a visual assessment of potential dispersibility in their weathered state. 

 Most of BOEM’s upcoming research will involve background analysis of the 
environment and impacts on animals (e.g., species locations, acoustic effects of surveying 
animals). In addition, several air quality studies will be conducted over the next two years 
as BOEM is the regulatory agency for air quality in the central and western parts of the 
Gulf of Mexico as well as in Alaska.  

 
g. BSEE 

 Ms. Kimberly Bittler moved to BOEM and has been replaced by Ms. Suzanne Chang, a 
chemical engineer who was previously with BSEE’s other research program.  

 Ms. Lori Medley (BSEE) will be in attendance at two more ICCOPR meetings before her 
planned retirement in April 2017.  

 New research project numbers dropped in FY2016 due to procurement office backlogs, 
but five more projects will be awarded in the near future. The $3.3 million allocated for 
these projects will count as FY2017 funding. Project costs are slightly lower as compared 
to previous years because more work is being conducted in-house.  

 Recent Ohmsett activities include a NOAA remote sensing project for which clearance to 
fly helicopters and drones was received. For this project, a stable emulsion was created in 
the tank and the test was successful.  

 Other recently completed projects include:  
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o #1051: Tagging of Oil Under Ice for Future Recovery 
 This project stemmed from work conducted several years ago on the USCG’s 

Healy icebreaker detecting oil under ice. Because the ice moves and takes the oil 
along with it, this project aimed to develop innovative, cost effective, and robust 
tagging devices and an automatic tracking system for use in tracking spilled oil 
under or encapsulated within ice.  A sensor was developed to be deployed under 
ice to tag oil, using an iridium satellite system to transmit a signal.  

 The requirements for the sensor included a minimum six month life span for 
transmitting signals. 

 The tag was deployed during the 2016 U.S. Navy exercise but not all testing was 
complete because the exercise had to conclude early; AECOM has been requested 
to conduct more tests with the U.S. Navy in 2018. 

 The system was also successfully tested in Barrow, Alaska in order to determine 
how far the lamb wave signal would travel under ice. However, it was found that 
this particular frequency only transmits for approximately 10 meters, so 
adjustments will need to be made to extend the transmission length. 

 The final report for this project is on the BSEE website.  
o #1037: Development of Smart Skimming Technologies 
 This project aimed to develop a system that could be mounted on a commercial 

vessel to measure oil thickness versus position and also provide information 
regarding recovery efficiency.  

 Existing sensor technologies were tested at Ohmsett and the study found that 
while these sensors could accurately detect the presence of oil, they could not 
measure thickness. Commercial sensors were also tested on their ability to 
determine oil in water concentrations.  

 BSEE concluded that both oil thickness and recovery efficiency sensors need to 
be improved in order to provide reliable measurements; BSEE has already 
solicited proposals for development of more effective sensors.   

 New projects awarded by BSEE include:  
o #1082: Methods to Enhance Mechanical Recovery in Arctic Conditions 
 CRREL along with subcontractor Alaska Clean Seas will explore enhancing 

existing technologies to more effectively recover oil in Arctic ice.  
o #1077: Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Response Viability Analysis 
 This project is similar to the previously conducted Arctic Gap Response Analysis. 

Nuka Research & Planning Group will be using similar methodology and 
procedures for the study, with the outputs being maps containing month and 
technology layers.  

o #1080: Equip GRID and GRIDSAT Tags with Accelerometers to Measure Wave 
Characteristics 
 This is a sole source award to AECOM based on previous work related to GRID 

and GRIDSAT tags.  
o #1085: In-Situ Burn Testing of California Crude Oils 
 This is a regulatory project that will be conducted with the Naval Research 

Laboratory that stemmed from a request from California operators who are 
required to maintain burn boom but claim that the oil they produce will not burn.  

o #1081: ICEHORSE II Development 
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 The goal of this project is to advance the current ICEHORSE proof-of-concept to 
improve the design, making it more useful in an operational environment. 

o #1075: Determining the Operability Limits of Chemical Herders 
 Applied Research Associated will conduct the same standard test across several 

oil types that SL Ross did during preliminary work on this topic.  
 

h. EPA  
 The EPA Office of Research and Development (ORD) Oil Research Program is 

continuing with its National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 
(NCP) Product Schedule is work on toxicity and efficacy testing for surface washing 
agents and solidifiers as well as its oil selections. Although there are no major updates on 
this work, large amounts of lab time are going into this effort.  

 Last year, ORD finished up a large scale biodegradation experiment that was part of a 
series of experiments conducted over the past several years. ORD is now working to 
identify knowns and gaps from these efforts.  
o ORD, through meta-genomics research, is working on potential effects on oil 

biodegradation tests results due to long term storage of cultures / consortia.  
Characterization of any changes to organisms within frozen stock helps to better 
understand variability in biodegradation rates.  

 ORD has been involved with the Taylor Energy experiment by providing help to some of 
the NOAA field operators with regard to selecting oil detection sensors.  

 Dr. Conmy has been involved in the conference planning committee for IOSC and 
session planning for the GoMOSES conference and serves as abstract reviewer for both.  

 During the week of October 10, 2016, Dr. Conmy was in Canada conducting BSEE-
funded hyper-saline water tank experiments, which were very successful and produced 
data that will be useful to work being conducted by ORD.   

 In FY216, ORD produced five peer-reviewed journal publications on topics ranging from 
oil dispersion to baseline monitoring for Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) 
and Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Revived 
Economies (RESTORE) of the Gulf Coast States Act work as well as three papers that 
are currently under review.  

 
i. NOAA 

 NOAA has been conducting NRDA work on the remote sensing of oil, which has been a 
topic of interest for response work as well. Five years of work since the Deepwater 
Horizon event has allowed NOAA to study a wide range of remote sensing technologies.  
o This work led to a partnership with BSEE and funding for synoptic testing at Ohmsett 

(in July 2016) as well as field validation at the Taylor Energy site and in the Gulf of 
Mexico.  

o The project will conclude in fall 2017 with data interpretation and results to be 
delivered in the near future.  
 Mr. Scott Lundgren (NOAA) suggested that Mr. George Graettinger (NOAA) and 

Dr. Lisa DiPinto (NOAA) could report out further on this work at a further 
ICCOPR meeting.  

 Upgrades to NOAA’s Trajectory and Weathering Model (GNOME Suite) are being 
completed. A final report and webinar were presented to BSEE on the work, which 
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involved the integration of a plume model to update the underlying calculations for a 
number of weather factors.  
o An in-person meeting with BSEE to provide an official briefing on this work will take 

place in December 2016, which will be followed by internal testing. The upgrades 
will be operational in time for IOSC 2017.  

o This work is closely related to NOAA’s Arctic stochastic modeling project for 
USFWS, Trajectory Analysis Planner (TAP), which will be complete in mid-October 
2016 as well as a project in California for BOEM which will be completed in 
FY2017.  

o The GNOME update also includes an upgrade to NOAA’s response operations 
calculator, which is coded by Genwest and will be completed in Quarter 2 of FY2017.  

o The GNOME system is now easier to test, maintain and approve as opposed to the 
fully integrated stand-alone application that existed previously. The application has 
an open source development model to allow for improvements over time.   

o Dr. Wilson asked about any plans NOAA may have for field validation.  
 Mr. Lundgren stated that GNOME validation has been conducted using overflight 

information in the past.  
 Dr. Conmy noted that the RFPs for the RESTORE Act projects cover a wide 

range of research topics and suggested that NOAA could use this vehicle as a way 
to gather validation data.  

 NOAA is also conducting Arctic State of the Science work as follow up to a trio of 
Arctic-focused Spill of National Significance (SONS) exercises.  
o Coastal Response Research Center (CRRC), a NOAA Office of Response and 

Restoration (OR&R) grantee, was assigned to take on an Arctic Dispersant State of 
the Science review to consult with involved scientists and determine the remaining 
uncertainties.  

o In the first phase of the project, relevant existing research in the Louisiana 
Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) database up until 2008 was identified 
and then CRRC updated the list from 2008 to today.  

o The second phase includes the development of papers about definitive knowns and 
uncertainties across five different topic areas.   

o In the third phase, recommendations on outreach and education materials based on 
state of science will be made to the SONS Executive Steering Committee.  

o Currently, the five papers have been written and the panel has addressed the 
comments for the first paper, which is expected to be finalized by the beginning of 
November 2016.  

o The panel is aiming to finalize the full set of papers by mid-2017 so that the third 
phase of the project can get started.  

 Mr. Dave Westerholm (NOAA, OR&R Director) is the Executive Committee Chair for 
the 2017 GoMOSES conference and OR&R is helping to guide the opening plenary 
session. The 2017 conference theme encourages researchers to consider the application of 
their results to practical use. 

 Upcoming NOAA training opportunities can be found in Mr. Lundgren’s presentation.  
 
j. NASA, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE), National Institute of Science and 

Technology (NIST), Maritime Administration (MARAD), US Arctic Research Commission, 
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and FEMA/U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) were not in attendance and did not provide 
updates.  

 
6. Intentional Release Permitting Workgroup Discussion:  
a. Discussion: 

 CAPT Loring stated that discussions regarding the Intentional Release Permitting 
Workgroup have been ongoing for some time and that he would like to get all ICCOPR 
members on the same page. He asked whether ICCOPR should move forward with 
investing significant time and effort into studying the need and feasibility for an 
intentional release (i.e., is there a scientific gap that can only be met by conducting such a 
release?).  

 Ms. Principe noted that discussions have been held internally in the Office of Emergency 
Management (OEM) for several years and that from OEM’s perspective, an intentional 
release could be considered if a very high bar for scientific need was met (e.g., 
laboratory, bench, and large-scale tank testing has occurred, or even other countries 
engaged in this type of effort have failed to address a science question). However, she 
stressed that at EPA, the offices of OEM and ORD would not likely be responsible for 
making permitting determinations.  
o EPA’s Office of Water (OW) has noted that for such a release to occur, a National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit would likely be required. 
Ms. Principe noted that EPA is not the only federal agency that has permitting 
requirements.  

 ICCOPR members agreed that a very strong scientific justification would need to be 
provided for an intentional release.  

 Dr. Wilson stated that from EPA’s perspective, the scientific research need would have to 
be identified before discussions could be held regarding whether an intentional release is 
feasible.  

 Ms. Medley brought attention to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) 
recommendation directed specifically to ICCOPR regarding the need to investigate the 
possibility of using an intentional release and stressed that ICCOPR should address this 
recommendation, even if it provides an assessment that a there is no need for an 
intentional release.   

 CDR Weaver expressed the opinion that given the NAS recommendation, it would be 
beneficial for ICCOPR to at least conduct the research on the need for an intentional 
release and then worry about the permitting questions at a later date if necessary.   
o During the last ICCOPR meeting, Mr. Jenkins proposed the idea that ICCOPR could 

contact NAS to discuss possibility of NAS commissioning a research study on the 
scientific need for an intentional release. This idea has not gained traction, but could 
be revisited. 
 It was noted that asking NAS to conduct research regarding the ICCOPR 

recommendation may not alleviate ICCOPR’s commitment to do its own 
research.     

 Mr. Lundgren stated that there is precedence for an intentional discharge but that the last 
time such a release took place was in 1994. He stated that OR&R will support the 
research effort, but agreed that it will be an uphill climb given all of the entities that will 
need to be included.  
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 Mr. Jenkins recommended that the workgroup step back and consider how big the 
scientific gap is and whether it can be closed through alternatives to an intentional release 
(e.g., testing at natural seeps or using an oil surrogate). He suggested that the workgroup 
members could contact internal subject matter experts to get an idea of how big the 
scientific gap is and then move forward from there.   

 Dr. Conmy noted that the workgroup should consider the possibility that if, down the 
road, a significant enough research gap is identified and a permit is granted for an 
intentional release, there is a possibility that the test could fail, as this is a common 
occurrence in field research, so any proposal would have to consider how a backup 
release would occur if unforeseen problems occur.  

 ICCOPR members also discussed the possibility of using spills of opportunity to conduct 
experiments, which is an idea that had been presented at a previous ICCOPR meeting.   

 A decision was reached to reconvene the workgroup and allow workgroup members to 
discuss and codify their scope of work.  

 
Action Item:  

 Ms. Trego will pull together information for the workgroup over the next several weeks 
in order to move forward on this issue.  

 
7. Congressional Engagements:  

 CDR Weaver stated that in August 2016 MER briefed Senator Cantwell’s staff on the 
ICCOPR R&T Plan and the Biennial Report to Congress, noting that the staff members 
were very interested in any issues ICCOPR members may be experiencing. The issue of 
procuring oil for research purposes was raised, and Senator Cantwell’s staff expressed 
interest in attending the next ICOPR meeting.  
o ICCOPR members agreed that it would be beneficial to extend a meeting invitation to 

Senator Cantwell’s staff.  
 As discussed during the previous ICCOPR meeting, Ms. Medley was also asked about 

the issue of procuring oil samples during her presentation to the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources in May 2016.  
o After her presentation, Ms. Medley received a request from the Congressional 

Research Services to provide all of BSEE’s oil spill research appropriations from 
1992 to present.    

o Ms. Medley invited the Senate Committee staff to observe a test at Ohmsett, but those 
who were scheduled to attend canceled their visit due to the Senate schedule. 

 BOEM was also contacted by Senator Cantwell’s staff through its Office of 
Congressional Affairs. Mr. Johnson and several others attended an in-person meeting in 
June 2016 and provided information on BOEM’s environmental research studies and how 
BOEM prioritizes funding.  
o BOEM also received a letter from Representative Huffman regarding oil spill 

probability in the Chukchi Sea.  
 In July 2016 Mr. Westerholm and Ms. Kate Clark (NOAA) visited the Senate Committee 

on Energy and Natural Resources on behalf of NOAA to discuss ICCOPR and NOAA oil 
spill research. In addition, questions were asked about NOAA’s oil spill research budget 
(NOAA does not receive any Congressional appropriations for oil spill research).  
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o In September 2016, NOAA met with Senator Peters to discuss the Great Lakes and 
freshwater research. Senator Peters’ office is interested in some academic models and 
research related to this topic  

 Most of DOE’s Congressional engagements have been budgetary in nature or are related 
to special projects (e.g., crude by rail).  

 
Action Item 
 USCG will extend an invitation to Senator Cantwell’s staff to attend the next ICCOPR 

meeting through USCG’s Congressional Affairs Office.  The invite will be for the 
morning portion with covering project presentations and general ICCOPR business.   

 
8. ICCOPR Year Ahead:  

 Ms. Trego presented the ICCOPR members with proposed meeting dates for FY2017 
based on the cycle that had been set previously.  

 Ms. Trego stated that she would like to give the opportunities for ICCOPR member 
agencies to host future meetings if they will like to. USCG has offered to host the first 
quarter meeting in December 2016.  

 Ms. Trego proposed four focus areas for ICCOPR, in part based on the R&T Plan and 
Biennial Report:  
o Focus Area #1: Outreach to Promote Use of the OPRTP (Oil Pollution Research and 

Technology Plan, R&T Plan) 
 Ms. Trego will be attending the Industry Technical Advisory Committee (ITAC) 

meeting in Woods Hole, Massachusetts during the week of October 24, 2016 to 
conduct outreach and also submitted a poster abstract for IOSC.  

 ICCOPR members should inform Ms. Trego of any additional outreach 
opportunities they are aware of.  

o Focus Area #2: Develop Tracking Mechanism/Metrics 
 Ms. Trego noted that while this effort is listed in the R&T Plan, there is no “how” 

detailed.  
 Dr. Wilson suggested that to reduce duplicative efforts, it would be beneficial to 

ensure that the Biennial Report feeds into whatever tracking mechanism is 
developed.  

 Ms. Principe stated that the research captured in the Biennial report is 
government-only research and that the tracking mechanism should be more broad 
in order to capture whether the R&T Plan has actually affected change in research 
priorities outside of the government.  

 Ms. Trego suggested that a smaller group within ICCOPR help to develop the 
tracking metrics and mechanism. She will solicit volunteers by e-mail.  

o Focus Area #3: Revamping the Biennial Report Structure 
 There has been pushback on the size and structure of the report because it must be 

approved through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) chain. 
USCG has received guidance to make the document as short and usable as 
possible.  

 The next iteration of the report is due in mid-July 2017.  
 ICCOPR members agreed that the meat of the report is in the appendix and 

suggestions were made to limit the report to the information provided in the 



Subj:  MINUTES OF FY 2016 FOURTH QUARTER ICCOPR MEETING  3900
7 NOV 2016

 

 14

appendix, with the up-front background information maintained as a standalone 
document.  

o Focus Area #4: Intentional Release Permitting Workgroup  
 This topic was discussed earlier in the meeting.  

 
Action Item 

 ICCOPR members should contact Ms. Trego with any major issues regarding upcoming 
meeting dates.  

 Ms. Trego will solicit a volunteer group to discuss and develop a tracking mechanism for 
ICCOPR. 

 Ms. Trego will begin working on the next iteration of the ICCOPR Biennial Report.  
 Ms. Trego will distribute relevant outstanding action items from previous meetings to 

ICCOPR members.  
 
9. New Business:  

 No new business was discussed.  
 
10. Closing:  

 Ms. Trego noted that she received many suggestions for topic ideas for the next meeting 
and encouraged ICCOPR members to send her additional ideas, especially when relevant 
agency research or studies are completed.  

o Ms. Trego will consider aligning quarterly meeting “themes” with the ICCOPR 
R&T Plan.  

 CAPT Loring, Dr. Conmy and Ms. Trego thanked the ICCOPR members for 
participating in the ICCOPR meeting. 

 Ms. Trego adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm. The next quarterly meeting will take place 
on December 14, 2016 at USCG Headquarters.    

 
 

#  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures: (1)  Mobile Project Briefing – E15PC00015 – Development of an Innovative       
                               Dispersant Spray Model     
 (2)     NOAA Update 
 (3)     USCG Update 
 (4)     BOEM Update 
 (5)     BSEE Update   
 (6)     ICCOPR Year Ahead 
 (7)     Meeting invitation and agenda for October 17, 2016 
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